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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
THE  HEALTH  AND  BUILDINGS  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Borough  and  the  sanitary  administration  for  the  Year  1925. 

The  Report,  being  a  Survey  Report  (Circular  540,  Ministry 
of  Health,  Dec.  18th,  1924)  deals  also  with  progress  in  the  Public 
Health,  and  changes  in  the  Public  Health  services  during  the  past 
five  years. 

The  importance  of  the  detection  of  incipient  disease  in  early 
life  has  been  recognised  in  the  establishment  of  a  fully  organised 
School  Medical  Service,  and  a  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service. 

The  routine  sanitary  work  of  the  Borough  is  efficiently  and 
systematically  carried  out. 

The  Vital  Statistics  which  indicate  the  standard  of  health, 
are  very  satisfactory.  These  are  the  Death-rate,  the  Infant  Mor¬ 
tality-rate,  and  the  incidence  of  Infectious  disease.  The  Birth¬ 
rate  on  the  other  hand,  is  always  lower  than  the  general  Birth-rate 
for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  progress  in  housing  is  satisfactory.  I  am  of  opinion, 
however,  that  a  smaller  house  would  satisfy  the  needs  of  many 
families  now  living  in  rooms,  and  who  cannot  afford  the  rent  of  the 
type  of  house  which  has  been  erected  during  the  past  few  years. 

I  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  courtesy  extended  to  me 
by  the  Committee  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WRIGHT,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 

Council  House,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sutton  Coldfield. 

May  6th,  1926. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  Acres)  .  13,030 

Population  (Census  1921)  .  23,028 

Population  (estimated  1925)  .  23,800 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  .  5,61 7 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  5, 801 

Rateable  value  . £174,839 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  .  £680 


Area  and  Population  of  Wards. 


Ward. 

Area  in  Acres. 

Population. 

Boldmere  . 

Hill  . 

Trinity  . 

Maney  . 

Walmley  . 

Wylde  Green  . 

1,051 

2,907 

3,223 

848 

4,242 

759 

5.913 

3,779 

3,945 

4,917 

1,768 

3,478 

13,030 

23,800 

Physical  Features  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  Borough  of  Sutton  Coldfield  is  situated  in  the  north¬ 
west  of  Warwickshire,  at  a  height  of  400ft.  to  500ft.  above  sea  level. 
The  sub-soil  is  chiefly  sand  and  gravel,  and  the  level  of  sub-soil 
water  is  fairly  constant. 

The  eastern  and  northern  parts  of  the  area  are  chiefly 
agricultural,  and  the  remainder  residential.  To  the  west  lies  the 
Park,  a  large  open  moorland  space  of  over  2,000  acres. 

Apart  from  agriculture  and  a  few  small  factories,  the 
majority  of  those  working  in  the  Borough  are  engaged  in  the  domes¬ 
tic  arts  and  crafts.  There  are  no  occupations  prejudicial  to  the 
Public  Health. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Births. 


Legitimate 

Birth* 

338 

Total 

347 

M 

l8l 

V 

166 

Birth  rate, 

14.57 

Illegitimate 

Deaths  . 

9 

.  226 

113 

113 

Death  rate 

9-49 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  :- 

From  Sepsis  .  Nil. 

From  other  causes  .  2 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births 

Legitimate  35.50.  Illegitimate .  m.i. 

Total  Infant  Mortality  .  37. 46. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil. 

,,  Whooping  Cough  .  4 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  Nil. 

Births. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Birth-rate  (14.57)  in  the  Borough 
is  well  below  the  average  for  England  and  Wales,  and  also  for  other 
smaller  towns,  for  each  of  which  it  was  18.3. 

There  were  9  illegitimate  births. 

Deaths. 

The  corrected  number  of  deaths  was  226 — 113  males  and 
1 13  females.  The  Death-rate  was  9.49  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
approximately  the  same  as  that  of  the  previous  year. 

This  figures  compares  very  favourably  with  the  average  for 
England  and  Wales  which  was  12.2  and  for  other  smaller  Towns, 
which  was  11.2. 

38  per  cent,  of  Deaths  occurred  in  persons  of  70  years  and 

over. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Cancer . — The  mortality  figure  for  this  disease  was  45,  the 
highest  recorded  during  the  past  five  years,  the  average  for  which 
was  36.  The  average  age  at  death  was  63. 

Heart  Disease. — -Twenty-seven  deaths  were  registered  under 
this  heading,  14  males  and  13  females. 

Respiratory  Diseases  [excluding  Pneumonia). — Nine  deaths  were 
registered  as  due  to  Bronchitis,  and  four  to  other  respiratory  diseases 

Violence. — Eight  deaths  were  registered  under  this  heading — 
two  being  suicides. 

Other  Defined  Diseases. — Thirty-seven  deaths  were  included  in 
this  group,  namely  :-  Pernicious  Anaemia,  Appendicitis,  Carbuncle 
Shock  from  burns,  Insanity,  Rheumatism,  Gastric  Ulcer,  etc. 
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Zymotic  Death  Rate. — Only  four  deaths  (all  from  Whooping 
Cough)  were  registered  as  due  to  Zymotic  Diseases.  The  Zymotic 
Death-rate  was  .16  per  1,000. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

There  were  13  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year,  which  gives 
an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  3746  per  1,000  births. 

With  the  exception  of  1920,  this  is  the  lowest  figure  ever 
attained  in  the  Borough.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  75,  and  for  the  smaller  towns  74. 

The  causes  of  death  were  Prematurity  6,  Bronchitis  1, 
Whooping  Cough  1,  Meningitis  1,  Ceretral  Hean.oxdiage  1. 
Asphyxia  1,  Specific  Disease  1,  and  Spina  Bifida  1. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  Birth-rate,  Death-rate, 
Zymotic  Death-rate  and  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  past  ten 
years  :- 


1616 

1917 

191S 

1916 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Birth  Rate  . 

16.24 

15  22 

15.74 

15.74 

20.6 

17  07 

16.83 

15.16 

13.83 

14.57 

Death  Rate  — 

10.76 

12.87 

12.95 

11X6 

y.e 

O 

O 

10.83 

9.43 

9.75 

9.49 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

0  42 

0.46 

0.58 

u.19 

.13 

.30 

0.17 

0.03 

0.33 

0.16 

Infant  Mortality 

Fate 

58 

61 

68 

47 

31.2 

58.9 

56  55 

79.54 

55.21 

37.46 

Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  average  number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  out-door  relief 
including  medical  is  85. 

With  reference  to  Poor  Law  Hospital  treatment,  Mr.  House, 
Relieving  Officer  reports  :  “  As  regards  Hospital  treatment,  only 
the  worst  cases  are  admitted  owing  to  limited  accommodation. ” 

“  Many  cases  sent  to  the  Birmingham  Voluntary  Hospitals  are 
transferred  to  the  Birmingham  Poor  Law  Institution,  and  main¬ 
tenance  is  usually  claimed  for  these  cases  by  the  Birmingham 
Guardians.” 

“  The  Guardians  contribute  to  the  funds  of  the  Sutton  Cold¬ 
field  District  Nursing  Association,  and  cases  under  the  care  of  the 
Guardians  are  attended  by  the  Nurses.” 

“  The  cost  of  out  relief  in  Sutton  Coldfield  for  the  year  ending 
March  31st,  1926  was  £998,  or  an  average  of  £19  per  week.” 

Causes  of  Sickness  and  Invalidity. 

During  the  past  five  years  Influenza  has  been  prevalent 
each  winter,  and  has  ranked  as  the  main  cause  of  invalidity  amongst 
the  population  as  a  whole,  and  particularly  amonsgt  the  adult 
population. 
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Cancer  has  been  responsible  for  the  greatest  number  of  deaths, 
namely  182.  The  next  in  order  being  Heart  Disease  with  159. 
Tuberculosis  63,  and  Pneumonia  59. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE  IN  THE  AREA. 

NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS,  ETC. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

General.  (1)  Sutton  Coldfield  District  Nursing  Home  and 

Cottage  Hospital. 

(2)  Hill  and  Four  Oaks  District  Nursing  Association 
affiliated  to  the  Warwickshire  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion  (General  and  Maternity). 

For  Infectious  Diseases  ....  Nil. 

Midwives  ....  Number  practising  in  the  District 

Certified .  5 

Uncertified  4 

No  Midwives  are  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Public  Health 
Authority. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternitv  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

There  is  one  consultative  Centre  in  Holland  Street  provided 
by  the  Local  Authority.  The  accommodation  consists  of  a  large 
hall,  weighing  and  consulting  rooms,  a  covered  in  shed  for  peram¬ 
bulators,  lavatories,  etc. 

School  Medical  Centre. 

Minor  Ailments,  Ophthalmic,  Tuberculosis  and  Dental 
Clinics  are  held  at  the  Local  Authority’s  School  Centre  in  Holland 
Street.  The  Centre  provides  the  following  accommodation  Wait¬ 
ing  room,  Dental  room,  Consulting  room  and  Dressing  room,  with 
resident  quarters  for  the  School  Nurse. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
County  Council. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Nil. 

2.  Maternity.  “  The  Norlands  ”  Nursing  Home.  Cases  are 

received  at  a  reduced  fee  of  Six  Guineas.  The 
Local  Authority  contributes  up  to  one  guinea  in 
necessitous  cases. 

3.  Children.  The  Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham.  Payment 

is  at  the  rate  of  7/6  per  diem  for  each  child 
treated.  This  arrangement  includes  children  of, 
and  under  school  age. 
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4-  Fever.  Little  Bromwich  Infectious  Hospital  under  the 

control  of  the  Birmingham  Authority. 

5.  Smallpox.  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Witton  under  the  control 

of  the  Birmingham  Authority. 

6.  Others.  (a)  Sutton  Coldfield  Cottage  Hospital.  Total 

accommodation  :  22  beds  and  5  cots.  This 
Institution  is  situated  in  the  Town  and  is  support¬ 
ed  by  voluntary  contributions. 

(b)  All  the  Birmingham  Hospitals  receive  patients 
from  the  Borough. 

Institutional  provision  foi  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants, 
and  homeless  children  in  the  area  ....  Nil. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(1 a )  For  infectious  cases.  Ambulance  provided  by  the  Birming¬ 
ham  Authoritv. 

(6)  For  Non-Infectious  Cases.  Ambulance  at  Fire  Station  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Local  Authority. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Officer. 

Whole  or 
part  time. 

C’tribution 

from 

Exchequer 

Grants. 

Diplomas 
etc.,  held 

Other  Public  Offices 
held. 

Medical  Officer 

Part  time 

Yes 

of  HeaPh. 

D.P.H. 

School  Medical  Officer 

Medical  Officer  to  Mat- 

ernity  and  Child 

Ophthalmic 

Welfare  Centre. 

Surgeon 

Part  time 

Yes 

F.R.C.S. 

Nil. 

Dental  Surgeon 

Part  Hrae 

Yes 

L.D  S. 

Nil. 

Tuberculosis 

Pa  1 1  time 

No  Salar\ 

Officer 

Assistant 

Medical 

Of  licer 

Sanitary 

Inspector 

Full  time 

Yes 

Markets  Inspector 

Health  Visitor. 

Ful!  time 

Yes 

C.M.B. 

Nil. 

School  Nurse 

Full  time 

Yes 

C.M.B. 

Nil. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  work  is  cariied  out  at  the 
Birmingham  University  Laboratory. 


Chemical 

Analysts. 


analyses  ate  conducted  by  the  County  Public 
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Legislation  in  Force. 

Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  in  force  in  the  Borough. 
Acts.  i.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  adopted 
January  4th,  1899. 

2.  The  Sutton  Coldfield  Corporation  Act,  1903. 

3.  The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  adopted  January 

1st,  1921. 

4.  The  Sutton  Coldfield  Corporation  Act,  1920. 

bye-laws.  Bye-Laws  exist  for  the  control  of  the  following 

1.  Removal  of  House  Refuse  and  Cleansing  of  Privies. 

2.  Nuisances. 

3.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

4.  Slaughter  Houses. 

5.  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

REGULATIONS. 

1.  Regula  lions  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Order,  1885. 

Arising  out  of  the  establishment  of  fried  fish  shops,  I  reported 
to  the  Committee  in  November,  1924,  on  the  advisability  of  declaring 
certain  trades  to  be  offensive  or  noxious  trades  in  the  Borough,  and 
the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  now  been  obtained  that 
the  following  should  be  declared  Offensive  Trades  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  1875  Section  112. 

Animal  charcoal  manufacturer. 

Blood  albumen  maker. 

Maker  of  candles  from  tallow  or  other  animal  substances. 
Dealer  in  hides,  skins  and  butcher's  waste. 

Fat  melter  or  fat  extractor. 

Fish  curer. 

Fish  fryer. 

Manufacturer  of  manure. 

Maker  of  meal. 

Glue  maker. 

Gut  scraper. 

Rag  and  bone  dealer. 

Size  maker. 

Tanner. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

80  per  cent,  of  the  Dwellings  derive  their  supply  from  the 
mains  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Company.  The  supply 
is  constant,  and  periodical  analyses  always  disclose  a  high  standard 
of  purity. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  DRINKING  WATER. 
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In  the  outlying  rural  parts  of  the  Borough  the  water  is 
obtained  from  shallow  welfs,  very  many  of  which  are  polluted  by 
urface  drainage. 

Since  1921  the  water  mains  have  been  extended  in  the 
Borough  a  total  distance  of  5,309  yards. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Only  one  stream  in  the  area  is  liable  to  gross  pollution 
namely,  from  overflowing  dumbwells. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  water-borne  sewerage  of  the  area  is  carried  out  by  the 
Birmingham  Tame  and  Rea  Drainage  Boa^d.  This  includes  prac¬ 
tically  all  houses  supplied  by  water  from  the  mains  of  the  South 
Staffordshire  Water  Company  with  the  exception  of  a  few  in  the 
Hill  and  Walmley  Areas.  In  the  rural  area  disposal  is  by  the  con¬ 
servancy  syatem. 

The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Clarry  reports 

“  A  further  number  of  schemes,  for  drainage  were  carried  out 
during  the  Year  in  order  to  relieve  unemployment.  These  were 
the  sewer  extensions  in  Grange  Lane,  Hollyfield  Road,  Sherifoot 
Lane,  Slade  Road  and  Walmley  Road,  and  the  laying  of  surface- 
water  drains  in  Belwell  Lane  ;  College  Road,  Maney  ;  Manor  Hill 
and  Hollyfield  Road. 

All  sewers  and  drains  were  periodically  inspected,  cleaned, 
flushed  and  disinfected. 

Two  hundred  and  nine  connections  for  the  drainage  of  228 
houses  were  made  to  the  public  sewers. 

REFUSE  DESTRUCTOR. 

A  total  quantity  of  4,565  tons  of  house  refuse  was  collected, 
tipped  into  the  hoppers  and  burnt  on  the  cells  of  the  refuse  destruc¬ 
tor,  the  steam  raised  being  utilised  to  generate  227,000  units  of 
electricity  giving  an  average  of  50  units  of  electricity  per  ton  of 
refuse. 

The  whole  of  the  resultant  clinker  was  used  to  form  the 
bottom  layer  of  carriageway  foundations,  and  after  being  screened 
for  footways.’' 

Scavenging. 

Removal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Corporation  in  the 
“Special”  area,  which  includes  the  central  thickly  inhabited  parts 
of  the  Borough. 
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Although  there  are  still  1,594  ashpits  in  the  Borough,  these 
are  gradually  being  replaced,  and  during  the  past  five  years  over 
1,793  sanitary  ash  bins  have  been  provided  by  property  owners. 


CONSERVANCY  SYSTEM  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 


Tip 

Tip  Closets 

Privies  converted 

Privies  converted 

Privies. 

Pans 

Closets. 

converted  to  W.Cs, 

to  W.Cs. 

to  pan. 

84 

130 

I 

0 

0 
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NUMBER  OF  ASH  BINS,  ETC.  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 


Ash  Bins. 

Ash  Pits. 

Boxes. 

Boxes  and  Pits  re¬ 
placed  by  Bins. 

3906 

1594 

50 

27O 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Statement  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Summary  of  Nuisances  abated. 


Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  None. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  . .  None. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Number  on  Register  .  4 

Informal  Notices  for  cleansipg  .  3 

Visits  . 32 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  on  Register  .  10 

Notices  served  to  cleapse  .  8 

Notices  served  for  repairs  . 3 

Visits  .  529 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital 

Diphtheria  . ; .  10 

Scarlet  Fever  .  15 

Lots  of  infected  bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  58 

Houses  disinfected  .... .  64 

.  Schools  disinfected  .  2 

’ Cowsheds . 

Registered  Cowkeepers  .  47 

Cowsheds  in  use  .  102 

Cowsheds  not  in  use  .  13 

Total  number  of  cows  kept  .  650 

Accommodation  for  . 770 

Informal  Notices  served  .  26 

Nuisances  abated  .  26 
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Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

Milkshops  on  Register .  24 

Informal  Notices  served  .  5 

Dairymen  on  Register .  42 

Informal  Notices  served  .  14 

Number  of  Wholesale  Traders  and 

Producers  of  Milk  .  49 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  66 

Bakehouses. 

Number  on  Register  .  17 

Workshop  Bakehouses  on  Register  ....  6 

Workshop  Bakehouse  in  use .  4 

Factory  ,,  „  .  11 

Informal  Notices  served  for  cleansing  4 

Complied  with .  4 

Visits. 

Slaughter  Houses  .  529 

Infectious  Diseases^ .  688 

New  Drainage  Work  .  29 

Cesspool  Work  .  107 

On  complaints  of  general  nuisance  .....  422 

Factory  and  Workshops  .  295 

Summary  of  Nuisances  abated. 

Drains  tested  with  smoke  .  29 

Choked  drains  unstopped  .  26 

Defective  drains  remedied .  19 

Gully  channels  repaired  .  14 

Drains  reconstructed  .  2 

New  grids  to  gullies .  2 

New  drains  constructed  .  2 

New  gully  traps  .  7 

Houses  cleansed  .  10 1 

W.Cs  and  Wash-houses  cleansed  ....  40 

Spouting  repaired  . v .  48 

Chimneys  repaired  .  37 

Roofs  repaired .  92 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  .  62 

Rat  complaints  .  20 

Brickwork  repaired  .  19 

New  W.C.  pans  provided  .  15 

Joints  to  W.Cs  repaired .  27 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  30 

W.Cs  reconstructed  .  2 

Soil  pipe  joints  repaired  .  8 

Soil  pipes  raised  .  2 

W.Cs  dirty  .  12 

W.C.  drains  unstopped  .  8 


W.C.  seats  repaired  . . .  9 

Paving  relaid  .  12 

Privies  converted  to  pans  .  4 

New  privy  pans  provided  .  4 

Houses  affected  with  fungus .  3 

Stairs  made  safe  .  2 

Overcrowding  abated  .  15 

Water  in  cellar  . 2 

Complaint  of  stagnant  pool  .  1 

New  Windows  constructed .  2 

Windows  repaired  .  13 

Walls  rebuilt  or  pointed  .  24 

Ashpits  repaired  .  7 

Manure  pit  abolished  .  1 

New  cover  to  inspection  chamber  ....  1 

New  cover  to  drinking  well  .  1 

Glazed  sinks  substituted  for  brick  ....  5 

Sinks  repaired  .  14 

Sink  pipes  renewed .  14 

Soft  water  cisterns  abolished  .  10 

,,  ,,  renewed  .  2 

Ashpits  condemned  .  2 

Sash  cords  renewed  .  32 

Yards  dirty  .  4 

Houses  dirty  .  5 

Cesspools  emptied  .  10 

Cesspools  overflowing  .  9 

Cesspool  cover  provided  .  1 

Grates  repaired  .  30 

New  doors  provided  .  3 

Doors  repaired,  hinges,  etc .  19 

Furnace  brickwork  repaired  .  20 

Trade  refuse  removed  .  5 

House  refuse  removed .  17 

Manure  removed  .  3 

Smoke  nuisance  abated  .  1 

Burst  pipes  repaired  .  15 

Pumps  repaired  .  1 

Cowsheds  cleansed  .  47 

Milk  Stores  cleansed  .  13 

New  Milk  store  provided  .  1 

Milk  Stores  repaired  .  3 

Drinking  wells  repaired  .  3 

Drinking  wells  cleansed  .  3 

Drinking  wells  abolished  and  tap  water 

laid  on  .  6 

Sanitary  bins  provided  .  332 


1 2 


New  lavatory  basin  fixed  .  i 

Windows  made  to  open  .  2 

Lead  and  zinc  flats  recovered  .............  5 

Locks  repaired  . 4 

New  ovens  provided  .  7 

Complaint  of  pigs  . 1 

Slaughter  houses  cleansed  . 8 

,,  ,,  floors  repaired  ....  2 

,,  ,,  dung  pit  condemned  1 

Cowsheds  condemned . 2 

Cowsheds  reconstructed .  1 


Smoke  Abatement. 

Only  one  nuisance  occurred  of  smoke,  which  was  abated. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye-Laws 
or  Regulations. 

Four  offensive  trades  exist— strict  supervision  is  kept  of 
the  premises,  which  are  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

SCHOOLS. 

Elementary  Schools. — Generallvthe  ventilation,  lighting  and 
heating  of  the  Elementary  Schools  Satisfactory,  and  there  are  no 
serious  constructional  defects.  In  two  or  three  of  the  older  schools 
cloak  room  accommodation  is  deficient,  and  lighting  and  ventilation 
do  not  come  up  to  modern  requirements. 

The  water  supply  to  all  the  Schools  is  from  the  mains  and 
wash  basins  with  taps  are  provided. 

Green  Lanes  Infants’  Department  was  closed  on  account  of 
mumps  and  measles  from  February  10th  to  March  2nd. 

An  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  in  September  necessitated  frequent 
inspections  of  the  children  in  the  Boldmere  Schools.  Of  55  swabs 
taken,  7  were  found  to  be  positive. 

Private  Schools. — There  are  22  private  schools  in  the  Borough. 
All  take  day  pupils  and  9  take  boarders  in  addition. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  made  an  extensive  survey  of  these 
schools  in  1922  and  reported  as  follows 

“  I  have  inspected  and  tested  the  drains  at  all  the  private 
schools  in  the  Borough.  In  11  instances  the  drains  were  found 
defective.  Three  W.Cs,  one  urinal,  and  one  brick  sink  were  con¬ 
demned.  The  defects  found  were  all  remedied,  including  the  fixing 
of  three  new  pedestal  W.C.  pans  and  a  glazed  earthenware  sink. 
One  pedestal  W.  C.  was  fixed  in  place  of  urinal. 
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The  cleanliness  of  the  class  rooms  and  conveniences  was 
found  to  be  satisfactory  in  all  cases.  The  class  rooms  were  well 
ventilated  and  lighted,  and  the  desks  and  forms  used  satisfactory.” 

HOUSING. 

Shortage  of  Houses . 

Since  1921  when  there  was  an  estimated  shortage  of  350, 
1,040  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  Borough.  In  spite  of  this, 
there  is  apparently  still  a  shortage,  as  evidenced  by  the  demand 
for  all  types  of  houses  which  are  erected.  This  demand  is  not 
created  by  the  increase  of  population,  estimated  at  800,  but  by  the 
influx  of  fresh  residents  from  surrounding  areas. 

Of  the  1,040  houses  that  have  been  erected,  approximately 
521  may  be  described  as  working  class  houses,  507  as  middle  class 
houses  of  various  types  and  sizes,  and  in  12  as  the  larger  “  luxury  ” 
type  of  house. 

Fifteen  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with  during  1925, 
the  worst  being  referred  to  the  Housing  Committee  with  a  view  to 
the  provision  of  a  “  Corporation  ”  house. 

General  Conditions. 

There  are  many  old  working-class  dwellings  in  the  area, 
which  under  ordinary  conditions  should  be  condemned  as  unfit  for 
habitation — in  fact  some  have  been  condemned  in  the  past,  but  are 
still  occupied.  The  chief  objection  to  thes?  old  houses  is  damp,  due 
to  the  absence  of  damp-proof  courses — a  defect  which  cannot  be 
remedied  economically.  Other  defects  are  small  low  rooms,  absence 
of  landings  or  corridors,  windows  too  small  for  lighting  and  ventila¬ 
tion,  lack  of  facilities  for  food  storage,  etc. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  given  much  time  each  year  to  the 
inspection  and  improvement  of  these  houses,  and  with  the  co¬ 
operation  of  owners  and  tenants  very  excellent  results  have  been 
obtained  in  the  way  of  improved  cleanliness  and  sanitation. 

These  old  houses. possess  one  great  attraction  for  the  working 
man — the  rents  are  within  his  means. 

Apart  from  the  older  type  of  houses,  the  working  class 
dwellings  are  modern  and  sanitary. 

In  the  sewered  districts  of  the  Borough  every  house  with  the 
exception  of  two  or  three  has  the  water-borne  system  for  disposal 
of  excreta,  with  flushing  cisterns. 

Beyond  the  sewered  districts  excretal  disposal  is  by  the 
co n  veisanc y  s yst e m . 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  I925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  :- 

(ti)  Total  . 

]4 


245 


(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 


(1)  By  Local  Authority .  4 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons . .  160 


1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection.  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 


for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  . .  3490 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910.  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  . .  523 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . .  Nil. 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ....  1,712 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  .  1,689 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 


were  served  requiring  repairs . ... . ..  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  :- 

(a)  By  Owners  . .  9 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declara¬ 
tions  by  Owners  of  intention  to  close .  Nil. 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied .  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  :- 

(a)  By  Owners  .  14 

(. b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil. 


C. — Proceedings  under  Section  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 
Acts,  1925. 
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(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  .  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made .  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses 
having  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demo¬ 

lition  Orders  were  made  .  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  . .  Nil. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. 

There  are  on  the  Register  at  present  47  Milk  Producers,  and 
66  Milk  Retailers. 

The  distribution  of  milk  is  chiefly  directly  from  churns  to  the 
consumer,  but  in  a  few  instances  it  is  delivered  in  bottles. 

In  a  previous  report  I  drew  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  some  of  the  cowsheds.  A  marked  improvement  has 
been  effected  in  the  sanitation  of  these. 

A  total  of  304  samples  of  milk  has  been  taken  by  the  County 
Inspector  under  the  sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  during  the  past  five 
years  and  of  these  10  per  cent,  have  been  found  not  genuine — 
either  containing  added  water  or  deficient  in  fat.  In  addition  2.6 
per  cent,  of  the  samples  were  described  as  dirty.  Under  such 
conditions,  milk  could  not  be  described  as  an  ideal  food  for  infants. 

No  retail  purveyor  of  milk  has  been  refused  registration  or 
removed  from  the  Register  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment 
Act,  1922  (Section  2).  No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  5. 

Tuberculous  Milk. 

By  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Consolidation  Act,  1915,  which 
came  into  force  on  September  1st,  1925,  increased  powers  are  con¬ 
ferred  for  the  detection  of  tubercle  infected  milk.  The  Council 
of  a  County  or  County  Borough  are  the  Authority  for  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  this  Act  but  under  Section  4  (1)  it  fs  the  duty  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  any  Local  Authority  to  give  notice  to 
the  Medical  Ofiicer  of  Health  of  the  County,  or  County  Borough,  of 
milk  known  to  be,  or  suspected  of  conveying  tuberculosis. 

The  detection  of  such  milk  is  extremely  difficult;  and  can 
only  be  effected  with  certainty  by  sampling  and  testing.  Three 
samples  have  been  taken  in  this  area  from  suspected  sources,  for 
this  purpose,  but  none  were  found  to  be  infective.  These  were  in 
addition  to  the  samples  taken  by  the  County  Council,  concerning 
which  1  have  no  information. 
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Under  an  Order  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
of  September,  1925,  providing  for  the  slaughter/md  compensation 
for  suspected  tubercular  cattle,  three  beasts  have  been  slaughtered 
but  none  were  found  to  be  tubercular. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Preston,  County  Inspector,  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  for  the  following  report  of  samples  taken  at 
Sutton  Coldfield  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1925 


Milk  .  60 

Condensed  Milk  .  2 

Cream  .  4 

Butter  .  6 

Cocoa  .  1 

Jam  .  1 

Fish  and  Meat  Pastes  3 

Prescriptions  .  6 

Cream  of  Tartar  .  1 

Gregory  Powder  . 1 

Whiskey  .  1 


Total  86  Samples. 


These  were  all  found  to  be  genuine,  except  the  following 

Deficient  of  30  per  cent,  of  fat.  The  Vendor  was 
fined  £1,  and  ordered  to  pay  £2/2/-  costs. 
Deficient  of  8  per  cent,  of  fat,  The  Farmer  in  this 
case  was  cautioned. 

Contained  3  parts  per  100,000  of  dirt. 


The  Vendors  of  these  three  samples  were  also  cautioned. 


P.286. 

Milk. 

P.312. 

Milk. 

M.C.i. 

Milk. 

M.C.2. 

Milk. 

M.C.59. 

Milk 

J.  E.  PRESTON, 

Chief  Inspector  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act. 

Meat. 

As  there  are  10  Private  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  Borough 
great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  inspection  of  all  animals 
at  the  time  of  slaughter. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  butchers,  the  extra  duties 
entailed  by  the  inspection  of  all  carcases  at  the  time  of  slaughter 
have  been  successfully  carried  out  by  the  Inspector.  The  latter 
visits  all  the  slaughter  houses  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays, 
Thursdays,  and  occasionally  on  Sunday  mornings.  Slaughtering 
at  other  times  is  notified,  and  inspection  is  carried  out  as  required. 
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There  are  no  public  slaughter  houses  in  the  Borough. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  private  slaughter 


houses  in  the  Borough 

In 

1920. 

In  Jan.  1925. 

In  Dec.  1925. 

Registered 

7 

7  ^ 

7 

Licensed 

3 

3. 

3 

Total 

10 

10 

10 

Number  of  carcases  inspected  after  slaughter 


Beasts .  570 

Sheep  and  lambs  ....  2453 
Pigs  .  505 

Calves  .  74 

Market  Stalls. 


These  are  “open,”  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  secure  adequate 
protection  from  contamination.  The  only  real  solution  of  the 
difficulty  would  be  the  provision  of  a  closed  Market  Hall. 

All  the  meat  sold  from  these  stalls  is  imported  from  other 
districts. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  1924,  dealing 
with  the  contamination  of  meat,  strict  supervision  has  been  kept  of 
the  butchers'  and  other  food  shops  in  the  district,  and  everything 
possible  is  done  by  occupiers  to  comply  with  the  Order.  At  times, 
it  is  found  necessary  to  open  the  windows,  but  in  dusty  weather 
they  are  immediately  closed. 

I  find  in  all  instances  that  the  shopkeepers  are  only  too 
anxious  to  take  steps  to  protect  their  goods  from  contamination. 


Food  condemned  or  voluntarily  surrendered  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year 


Food. 

2  Beasts 
8  Beasts 

1  Pig  . 

1  Pig  . 

2  Sheep 
1  Lamb 

1  Calf  . 

13  sets  of  Beasts’  lungs 
15  livers  (Beasts’)  .... 

2  sets  of  lungs  (Beasts’) 
13  livers 

4£  livers 


Cause  of  surrender. 
John’s  disease. 
Tuberculosis. 

Do. 

“Purples.” 

Suffocated. 

Do. 

Inflammation. 

Tuberculosis. 

Do. 

Inflammation. 

Abcess. 

Pipey. 
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3  spleens  . 

2  Pig’s  plucks 
i  Pig’s  pluck 

i  Pig’s  head 

3  stone  of  Halibut  ... 


Tubercular. 

Do. 

Inflammation 

Tubercular. 

Decomposition. 


OTHER  FOODS. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  17  Bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  11  of  which  are 
Factory  Bakehouses  and  6  are  Workshop  Bakehouses.  The  sanitary 
arrangements  in  all  are  satisfactory,  and  there  have  been  no  serious 
causes  for  complaint  as  regards  cleanliness. 

In  one  or  two  instances  the  premises  are  old  and  in  these  a 
very  high  standard  of  sanitation  cannot  be  hoped  for. 


Catering  Establishments. 

It  is  the  custom  of  many  of  the  private  residents  to  cater  for 
visitors  to  the  Park,  especially  at  holiday  times.  These  establish¬ 
ments  are  kept  under  strict  supervision,  full  advantage  being  taken 
of  the  powers  cord  erred  by  the  Sutton  Coldfield  Corporation  Act 
1920  (Section  37). 

Retail  Food  Shop%. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  no  foodstuffs  from  these 
shops  were  condemned  during  the  year. 


Food  Poisoning. 

During  the  past  five  years  there  has  not  been  a  single  instance 
of  epidemic  food  poisoning,  nor  have  any  isolated  cases  been  brought 
to  rny  notice. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

In  the  incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases,  the  most  remarkable 
feature  has  been  the  steady  decline  in  Scarlet  Fever  during  the 
past  five  years  from  80  in  1921  to  18  in  1925. 

It  will  be  noted  that  between  1921  and  1925  the  highest 
incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  has  been  in  Boldmere  Ward,  namely 
2.9  per  cent,  of  population,  and  the  lowest  in  Trinity  Ward,  1.4  per 
cent,  of  the  population. 

In  the  whole  area  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  Notifications 
of  all  diseases,  from  143  in  1921  to  115  in  1925.  The  lowest  figure 
for  one  year  was  83  in  1923,  and  in  this  year  only  one  case  of 
Diphtheria  was  notified. 

Disinfection  of  infected  premises  is  carried  out  by  formalin 
spray,  and  liquid  coal  tar  disinfectants  are  supplied  free  of  cost. 
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Infected  bedding,  etc.  is  disinfected  by  the  Birmingham 
Authority. 

Neither  the  Schick  test  in  Diphtheria  nor  the  Dick  test  in 
Scarlet  Fever  has  been  used,  nor  have  any  means  of  artificial 
immunization  been  employed. 


The  attached  Table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  Notifiable 
Diseases  in  each  Ward  for  the  five  years,  1921  to  1925 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

Tuberculosis 

Poliomyelitis 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Enteric 

Chicken  Pox 

Total 

Per  cent  of 

Population 

Boldmere,  1921.... 

36 

7 

5 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

. - 

— 

1922... 

16 

2 

7 

— 

11 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1923.... 

9 

1 

10 

— 

7 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1924.... 

8 

2 

7 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

37 

1925.... 

4 

12 

6 

1 

5 

— 

1 

1 

1 

28 

173 

2.9 

Hill  1921 

7 

1 

5 

1922 

6 

2 

2 

5 

3 

2 

j  y  . 

1923 . 

3 

3 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

48 

1  924 

15 

4 

4 

2 

1 6 

,,  . 

„  1925 . 

3 

3 

4 

3 

4 

1 

2 

— 

15 

89 

2.3 

M'-iney,  1921 . 

20 

4 

6 

— 

7 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1922 . 

IS 

1 

4 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1923 . 

6 

— 

2 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

74 

192  1 . 

2 

1 

10 

3 

6 

— 

2 

3 

— 

32 

„  1925 . 

2 

— 

11 

— 

6 

— 

1 

1 

— 

29 

129 

2.6 

Trinity,  1921 . 

6 

3 

1 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1922 . 

12 

— 

2 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1923 . 

3 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1924 . 

— 

— 

6 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

31 

,,  1925 . 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

57 

1.4 

Wylcie  Green  1921 

8 

4 

4 

1 

1922 

6 

3 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1923 

4 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

192  1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

20 

„  1925 

2 

6 

11 

— 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

9 

83 

2.3 

Walmley,  1921  .... 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

1922  .... 

5 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1923  .... 

0 

— 

[ 

— 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

12 

1921  .... 

2 

1 

5 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

„  1925  .... 

t> 

i 

2 

— 

O 

O 

— 

1 

— 

— 

32 

5" 

9  v: 

-  ^ 

Totai  s  .... 

217 

55  | 

1 

130  1 

15 

123 

4 

19 

19 

5 

438 

20 


Table  of  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  for  the  five 
years,  1921  to  1925 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Scarlet  Fever . 

80 

62 

27 

29 

18 

Diphtheria . 

19 

9 

1 

6 

21 

Pneumonia  . 

17 

21 

21 

35 

37 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

2 

— - 

1 

8 

4 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

8 

1 

4 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

6 

2 

4 

5 

Tuberculosis  . 

23 

29 

28 

18 

24 

Peurperal  Fever  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Meningitis  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  . 

1 

— 

1 

2 

■ — • 

hnteric  . - . 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

Chicken  Pos  . 

— 

— 

151 

169 

117 

Totals 

147 

135 

234 

279 

232 

Diphtheria. — Twenty-one  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified> 
and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  were  no  deaths-.  Twelve  of 
the  cases  occurred  in  Boldmere  Ward,  six  in  Wylde  Green,  and  three 
in  Hill. 

Boldmere  Schools  were  the  chief  centre  of  infection,  but  by 
frequent  inspections  and  exclusions  the  disease  was  quickly  stamped 
out. 

During  the  year  no  swabs  were  submitted  for  examination, 
55  by  Private  Practitioners,  and  55  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 
Of  the  former  13  were  positive,  and  of  the  latter  7  were  positive. 

Thirteen  Phials  of  8,000  units  and  seven  phials  of  4,000 
units  Diphtheria  Antetoxin  were  issued  free  of  charge  to 
Practitioners.  * 

The  incidence  of  Diphtheria  has  varied  from  year  to  year, 
the  lowest  incidence  being  one  in  1923,  and  the  highest  19  in  1921, 
and  21  in  1925. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Eighteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified. 
Generally  the  disease  was  of  a  mild  type  and  there  were  no  deaths. 
Six  cases  occurred  in  Walmley  Ward,  four  in  Boldmere,  and  three 
in  Hill. 

Two  “  return  ”  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  occurred  during 
the  past  five  years. 
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Pneumonia. — Thirty-seven  cases  were  notified  with  nine  deaths. 
The  number  of  notifications  of  this  disease  has  steadily  increased 
during  the  past  five  years  from  17  in  1921  to  37  in  1925.  In  1921 
the  mortality  rate  .was  90  per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified.  In  1923 
it  was  43  per  cent,  and  in  1925  it  was  24  per  cent.,  obviously  the 
result  of  more  efficient  notification. 

Enteric. — One  case  of  the  type  Paratyphoid,  B.  was  notified 
from  Boldmere  Ward.  The  source  of  infection  was  not  discovered. 
The  death  rate  was  Nil. 

Since  1923  five  cases  of  this  disease  have  occurred  in  the 
Borough.  No  common  source  of  infection  could  be  traced. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

Four  cases  were  notified  during  1925.  Three  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  Hill  Ward,  one  in  Boldmere,  and  one  in  Walmley. 

A  fifth  case  notified  in  another  area,  died  in  Tamworth  In¬ 
firmary. 

In  recent  years  this  disease  has  been  prevalent  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  and  especially  in  the  Birmingham  area. 

A  total  of  15  cases  have  been  notified  since  1921.  The 
greatest  number,  namely  8  occurred  in  1924.  There  have  been 
three  deaths  during  this  period . 

Poliomyalitis. — No  cases  occurred  during  1925.  Four  cases 
have  been  notified  since  1921.  The  mortality  figure  was  Nu. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Two  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  notified 
during  the  past  five  years.  The  mortality  figure  was  2.  No  cases 
were  notified  in  1925.  « 

Smallpox. — No  cases  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 
I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  House,  Vaccination  Officer  for  the  following 
return  relating  to  Vaccination  in  this  area  for  the  year  ending  June 
30th,  1925. 

Although  the  number  of  conscientious  objections  are  slightly 
in  excess  of  those  of  1924,  namely  18  per  cent,  as  compared  with 
14  per  cent,  the  reduction  in  the  figures  since  1921,  when  there  was 
36  per  cent,  of  conscientious  objections  is  satisfactory. 

No  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  have  been  carried  out 
under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Preventive  Regulations)  1917. 


SUTTON  COLDFIELD  DISTRICT. 


Return  showing  the  number  of  births  registered,  together  with  the 
number  of  such  cases  successfully  vaccinated  or  otherwise 
disposed  of  in  the  above  District  during  the  twelve 
months  ending  30th  June,  1925. 


VACCINATION 

DISTRICT. 
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Walter  Ernest  House, 

V  accination  Officer, 

February  22nd,  1926.  Council  House,  Sutton  Coldfield. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  this  disease  has  varied  each 
year  since  1921,  between  18  and  29,  the  latter  being  the  figure  for 
1922. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis . — Sixteen  new  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  the  maximum  age  incidence  being  20  to  35  years. 
Of  the  cases  7  were  males  and  9  females. 

Fourteen  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this  form  of  the 
disease. 

Non- Pulmonary. — Eight  cases  were  notified,  with  four  deaths. 
The  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  between  3  and  10  years,  and  the 
organs  affected  were  Spine  2,  Cervical  glands  3,.  Left  hip  1,  Right 
Leg  1,  and  Mesenteric  Glands  1. 
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TABLE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  THE  TOTAL  CASES  OF  AND  DEATHS 

DUE  TO  TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year  .... 

to  5  . 

— 

— 

2 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

I 

5  to  10  . 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  to  15  . 

15  to  20  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

z 

z 

20  tO  25  . 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  to  35  .... 

1 

4 

— 

—  — 

\ 

1 

I 

I 

35  to  45  . 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

45  to  55  .... 

2 

— 

— 

- 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55  to  65  .... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1  • 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .... 

7 

9 

6 

2 

8 

6 

2 

2 

Chicken  Pox.— One  hundred  and  seventeen  cases  were  notified, 
the  majority  from  Walmley,  Maney,  and  Boldmere  W  ards. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Enteritis. — There  have  not  been  any  severe  epidemics  of  enter¬ 
itis  for  the  past  five  years,  and  during  that  period  only  seven  deaths 
have  been  registered  as  due  to  that  disease,  a  rate  per  1,000  births 
of  3.8.  The  mortality  figure  for  1925  was  Nil. 

Measles. — Mild  epidemics  of  this  disease  have  occurred  from 
time  to  time,  only  two  deaths  have  been  registered  under  this  head¬ 
ing  since  1921.  The  death-rate  for  1925  was  Nil. 

Whooping  Cough. — The  mortality  from  this  disease  is  high — 
12  deaths  having  been  registered  since  1921,  four  having  occurred 
during  the  latter  year. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Since  1921  when  the  Borough  became  the  Authority  for  the 
administration  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  the  work  at  the 
Maternity  Centre  has  progressed  very  satisfactorily.  In  1925,  the 
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Notifiable  Diseases  daring  the  Year  1925.  Analysis  of  Notification  of  Deaths. 

CASES  NOTIFIED.  II  DEATHS  FROM  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 
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attendances  of  children  were  almost  1,000  more  than  those  of  1921. 
The  ante-natal  visits  were  90  as  compared  with  75.  The  latter  are 
steadily  though  slowly  increasing,  and  in  addition  the  Health  Visitor 
visits  many  more  ante-natal  cases  in  their  homes  than  formerly. 

The  Centre  is  open  twice  weekly,  namely  on  Monday  after¬ 
noons,  and  on  Thursday  mornings. 

On  Mondays,  members  of  the  Voluntary  Ladies’  Committee 
attend  at  the  Centre  and  assist  in  registering  the  attendances,  and 
in  the  sale  of  clothing  materials,  foods,  etc.,  and  it  is  in  conjunction 
with  these  Ladies’  voluntary  work  that  I  hold  the  Maternity  aijd 
Child  Welfare  Clinic.  The  voluntary  work  of  the  Ladies  is  of  the 
utmost  importance,  forming  as  it  does  a  centre  of  activity  to  which 
mothers  come  and  bring  their  children.  These  children  are  all 
under  the  observation  of  the  Nurse  who  weighs  them  periodically 
and  notes  any  deviation  from  normal  health. 

At  the  Clinic  I  see  all  new  babies  registered,  and  afterwards 
as  occasion  arises,  namely,  either  when  the  mother  wishes  it,  or 
when  the  Nurse  finds  that  progress  is  not  satisfactory. 

There  are  many  advantages  accruing  to  mothers  attending 
the  Centre,  the  chief  of  which  is  advice  on  the  feeding  of  then- 
children  and  the  general  management  of  their  health. 

In  addition,  all  the  facilities  for  treatment  procured  by  the 
School  Medical  Service  are  equally  available  for  children  under 
school  age  attending  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre.  In¬ 
cluded  are  operation  for  tonsils  and  adenoids,  dental  treatment, 
ophthalmic  treatment,  examination  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and 
a  limited  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

The  numbers  treated  under  these  services  during  the  Year 
were  as  follows  10  cases  of  tonsils  and  adenoids  at  the  Children’s 
Hospital,  3  dental  cases  by  the  Dental  Surgeon,  and  4  ophthalmic 
cases  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

In  addition  to  the  above  services,  arrangements  have  been 
made  with  the  Norlands  Nursing  Home  for  the  reception  of  par¬ 
turient  women  at  a  reduced  fee  of  six  guineas,  for  a  period  of  14 
days.  The  Committee  financially  assist  necessitous  cases  up  to 
one  guinea,  6  women  have  been  admitted  during  1925. 

During  the  year  I  attended  46  Sessions  of  the  Maternal  and 
Child  Welfare  Clinic,  at  which  the  total  attendances  were  436. 
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The  great  majority  of  the  infants  attending  the  Clinic  are 
very  well  cared  for,  and  there  is  a  remarkable  absence  of  congenital 
diseases,  deformities  or  wasting.  Loss  of  weight  due  to  faulty 
dieting,  and  minor  ailments  of  various  kinds  are  the  chief  reasons 
|Or  seeking  advice. 

A  very  high  percentage  of  the  mothers’  breast  feed, or  attempt 
to  breast-feed  their  children,  and  as  a  rule  have  recourse  to  artificial 
feeding  only  as  a  last  resort. 

Dried  milk,  cod  liver  oil,  and  other  artificial  foods  are  supplied 
at  a  special  cost-price  to  such  cases. 

The  infant  mortality  amongst  children  attending  the  Centre 
was  3%  during  1925. 

The  problem  of  the  infant  is  very  simple  as  compared  with 
that  of  the  older  child — the  child  of  over  2  years  and  under  school 
age.  Undoubtedly  the  latter  does  not  receive  the  same  care  and 
attention  as  the  former.  The  teeth,  throat,  digestive  system, 
nutrition,  all,  if  not  actually  neglected  do  not  receive  the  un-remit- 
ting  attention  which  they  should  receive  to  ensure  healthy  growth 
and  development. 

As  many  of  these  children  as  possible  are  seen  and  kept  under 
observation,  but  the  number  is  comparatively  small.  On  attaining 
school-age  their  records  are  transferred  to  the  School  Medical  Centre. 

The  Health  Visitor  reports  :- 

"  During  the  year,  290  Births,  including  12  still-births  were 
notified  in  the  Borough  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act. 

A  total  of  2,567  Health  visits  were  paid,  namely  :- 


First  visits  to  Infants  .  237 

Re-visits  .  2,223 

Enquiries  into  still- births  .  n 

Ante-Natal  visits  . 87 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  visits  11 

School  visits  .  196 


The  sanitary  condition  of  the  majority  of  the  houses  visited 
was  good  and  the  children  well  clothed  and  cared  for.  Unsatis¬ 
factory  houses  were  visited  more  frequently  and  the  mothers  urged 
to  attend  the  Maternity  Centre. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

The  Centre  opened  48  times  during  the  year,  the  Health 
Visitor  being  present  on  all  occasions.  The  total  number  of  attend¬ 
ances  were  5,713. 
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Mothers  .  2,455 

Ante-Natal  .  90 

Children  .  3, 168 


Average  attendance  per  Session  119. 

New  entries  for  the  Year  158  Children. 

The  Clinic  held  on  Thursday  mornings  for  the  further  obser¬ 
vation  and  treatment  of  children  has  been  opened  33  times  with  a 
total  attendance  of  131.” 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Nineteen  cases  of  this  disease  have 
been  notified  during  the  past  five  years,  or  10.5  per  1,000  births. 
The  great  majority  of  the  cases  notified  are  very  mild  and  I  know  of 
no  case  in  which  there  has  been  permanent  injury  to  the  eyes. 

Five  cases  were  notified  during  1925,  one  case  occurred  in 
the  practice  of  a  Doctor,  3  cases  in  the  practice  of  Midwives,  and  one 
at  the  Maternity  Hospital.  All  have  made  a  good  recovery. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Opht’lmia 

Neona¬ 

torum. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

1 

_ 

Vision 

unim¬ 

paired. 

Vision 

impair¬ 

ed 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness. 

Deaths 

At  home 

In  hospit’l 

Five 

Four 

One 

hive 

Nil 

1 

Nil. 

Nil 

METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Clarry,  Borough  Surveyor,  for 
the  attached  table  of  Meteorological  Readings,  taken  by  the  Park 
Forester  (Mr.  Harland). 

The  greatest  rainfall  was  in  September,  namely,  3.75  ins.  and 
the  lowest  in  June,  inches. 

The  highest  shade  temperature  was  registered  on  July  23rd 
namely  85.6  F,  and  the  lowest  on  Dec.  4th,  16.3"  F.  The  lowest, 
grass  reading  was  registered  on  Dec.  6th,  namely — 8.3°  F. 

The  number  of  hours  of  sunshine  exceeded  that  of  the  prev¬ 
ious  year  by  140. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS  TAKEN  AT  THE  PARK  LODGE,  AND  COUNCIL  HOUSE,  SUTTON  COLDFIELD, 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1925,  BY  THE  PARK  FORESTER  (Mr.  H.  HARLAND). 

Lat.  :  52  deg.  83  mi.  22  see.,  N.  Long.  :  1  deg.  49  mi.  42  see.,  W. 

Height  of  Rain  Gauge  above  Sea  Level,  370.5  feet. 


MONTH. 

RAINFALL. 

BAROMETER. 

THERMOMETERS. 

SUNSHINE 

MONTH. 

Total  Depth 
in  inches 

Number  of  days 
on  which  rain  fell 

Greatest  Fall 
;n  24  hours 

I 

Highest  Corrected 
Readings 

Lowest  Corrected 

Readings 

In  Shade 

Highest  Readings 

in  Sun 

Lowest  Readings 

on  Grass 

1 

Highest 

Readings 

Lowest 

Readings 

Mean 

Temperature 

in  Shade. 

Depth. 

Date. 

Inches. 

Date. 

Inches. 

Date 

Degrees 

Date 

Degrees 

Date. 

Degrees 

Degrees 

Date. 

Degrees 

Date 

Hrs. 

Mins. 

January  .... 

2.14 

14 

0.76 

14th 

30.620 

20  th 

28,892 

2nd 

53.6 

3rd 

23.2 

10  th 

3  .1 

71.0 

3 1st 

19  5 

10th 

30 

50  j 

January 

February 

2..r>9 

23 

0.29 

11th 

30.445 

4th 

28,470 

26  th 

54.3 

11th 

23.3 

24  th 

39.9 

80.2 

21st 

16.5 

24th 

55 

50 

February 

March . 

1.06 

14 

0.20 

13th 

30.482 

12tb 

29.543 

1st 

54.0 

17th 

19.0 

13  th 

41.2 

102.0 

25th 

12.0 

13th 

85 

5 

March. 

April  . 

2.57 

17 

0.42 

29  th 

30.264 

21st 

29.445 

16  th 

61.0 

13th 

28.6 

12  th 

43.3 

109  5 

26th 

12.6 

4  th 

148 

20 

April. 

Mav  . 

2.93 

19 

0.46 

18  th 

30.234 

14  th 

29.195 

7  th 

72.5 

17th 

30.0 

1st 

51.7 

120.5 

25th 

20.5 

1st 

152 

50 

Mav. 

Tune  . 

0.13 

1 

0.13 

26  th 

30.495 

10  th 

29.907 

25th 

84.5 

12th 

35.4 

2nd 

58.4 

132.3 

11th 

28.5 

26tb 

226 

35 

June. 

July  . 

3.12 

11 

1.45 

22nd 

30.296 

11th 

29.466 

27th 

85.fi 

23rd 

41.8 

8  th 

61.5 

130.4 

23rd 

35.4 

31st 

174 

38 

July. 

August  .... 

2.43 

12 

0.65 

21st 

30.420 

15th 

29.570 

22nd 

79.0 

18th 

40.5 

7  th 

59.4 

127.0 

1st 

33.5 

9th 

134 

55 

August. 

September 

3.75 

15 

0.43 

1 9  th 

30.370 

14th 

29.370 

23rd 

76.3 

1st 

31.5 

15  th 

50.2 

122.5 

1st 

26.0 

13th 

135 

15 

September 

October  .... 

3.55 

14 

0.91 

19th 

30.470 

2nd 

28.690 

23rd 

67.5 

4th 

26.5 

14th 

49.6 

102.5 

18th 

16.0 

14th 

105 

40 

October 

November 

1.76 

12 

0.40 

6  th 

30.545 

19th 

29.020 

7th 

57.6 

3rd 

18.0 

27th 

36.9 

83.0 

5th 

9.3 

28th  1 

86 

35 

November 

December 

2.58 

16 

0.57 

19th 

30.597 

5th 

28.745 

21st 

56.2 

30th 

16.3 

4  th 

39.6 

58.0 

11th 

8.3 

6th 

34 

50 

December 

Totals 

23.61 

168 

Mean 

for  the  Year 

•  •  •  • 

47.5 

Total 

1371 

23 

28a. 


W.  A.  II.  CLARRY,  Borough  Surveyor. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  o!  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Yesr 
1925,  for  the  Borough  of  Sutton  Coldfield. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  &  Homework. 


1. — INSPECTION. 

( Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances.) 


Premises 

Number  of 

I  ns  pec-  ;  Written 
tlon*.  Notices 

Prosecut 

tions. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  . 

Workshops  (Including  Workshop  Laundries)  .... 
Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers'  premises 
in  Part  3  of  this  Report) . 

145 

194 

4 

9 

11 

— 

Total  .... 

343 

20 

— 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particular* 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Want  of  cleanliness  . 

Want  of  ventilation . .. . 

Overcrowding  . . . . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  . 

Other  nuisances  . 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

Insufficient  . 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Acts  :: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouse  s.  101)  . . . ... 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require¬ 
ments  for  bakehouses  ‘ss.  97  to 

100)  . . . . 

Other  offences  . .. . . . 


Number  of  Defects 


Referred 

Found 

1 

remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspec- 

tor 

11 

11 

— 

6 

6 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tion*. 


Total 


20 


20 


29 


3.— HOME  WORK 


Nil. 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  end  of  Year. 

(1) 

Number 

(?) 

Workshops  Bakehouses  . 

4 

Dressmakers  . 

5 

Upholsterers  . 

2 

Glaziers  and  Plumbers  . . . 

7 

Builders  and  Joiners  . 

4 

Farriers  . 

6 

Basket  Makers  . 

Millinery  . . 

4 

Boot  Repairers  . 

3 

Tailors . . 

2 

Photographers  . 

2 

Saddlers  . 

1 

Cycle  and  Motor  Repairers  . 

4 

Watch  Repairers  . 

2 

Stonemason  . 

1 

Wheelwright  . 

3 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

55 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class 

_ TO _ 

Matters  notified  to  H.M  Inspector  of  Factories 
Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shops  Acts  (>.  133,  1901)  . 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but 
not  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Arts  (s.  5 
1901)  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  . 

Reports  of  action  taken  sent  to  H.M  Inspector 

Other  . . . 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end  of 
the  year  . 


Number 

(2) 


Nil. 


3 

3 


Nil. 
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I 


— 


